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The Village is alive with colour! 358 plants found a home in 47 barrels, 

5 planters, in the gardens located at Schell’s Market, the Museum, the Post 

Office and the Bridge Garden (above). 
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  VILLAGE PLANTING – COLOUR & JOY FOR BATH 

Thanks to Dawn Ford for taking the lead in this project. She was responsible 

for connecting our plant supplier, Sun Harvest, arranging for Loyalist Township 

to place the barrels once they were planted, and setting up planting schedules 

for the many volunteers who generously offered their time…all while being 

mindful of the Covid protocols. 

 

The Gardening Club members are responsible for maintaining the flowers 

during the season.  We hope you enjoy! 

 

(This photo is proof that you’re never too young to experience the joy of 

gardening!) 
  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 THE BATH BUGTEL – A B&B FOR INSECTS & A                      

MEMORIAL GROVE FOR REFLECTION 

 Insect hotels are the bird houses of the insect world – they are easy to   

 make or purchase and can easily fit in your yard.  Beneficial insects can   

 also help control pests in your garden, so they will earn their keep!  

Did you know one out of every three bites of food we consume depends 

on pollinators like bees, butterflies, moths, beetles, birds and 

even bats? Our pollinators are in decline, so this is something 

we all can do to help. 

 

In 2017, the Bath Gardening Club built an insect hotel on Township 

property adjacent to Bath Public School. It was named following a 

competition among students.  Mrs. Hays Grade 1 Class won with 

the name “Bath Bugtel” and so the home was built.  It was nothing 

fancy – wooden pallets stacked and filled with a variety of 

materials that the insects could burrow in or make their nests. A 

small pollinator garden was built around the hotel to attract a 

variety of insects to the area. 

 

Last year it was noticed that business was very slow at the Bugtel 

– we were not sure whether it was due to Covid or the poor soil 

around the structure.  So, the Bath Gardening Club embarked upon 

a renovation project.  We made contact with the Bath Public 

School, who expressed a keen interest in engaging students in 

learning about pollinator insects and the important role they play 

in our eco-system.  We then came up with the idea of adding a 

memorial grove to the Bugtel for the Bath Community.  Thanks to 

Janice Firth, who led the project, to the all of the members who 

rolled up their sleeves and got to work, and to Lafarge Bath Plant 

for its generous corporate sponsorship, the Bath Bugtel has 

undergone a complete transformation.  It is now a vibrant work in 

progress – a park bench and several trees are yet to be added.   
 
We invite you to visit the Bath Bugtel and Lafarge Memorial Grove 

and Gardens the next time you are out for a walk. 
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  ANNUAL FERTILIZER SALE A SUCCESS! 

The Bath Gardening Club has been involved, for many years, in making its special “Fritz Mix” fertilizer which, no 

doubt, contributes to the magnificent gardens that can be enjoyed throughout our community.  Our thanks to 

Laurie Minorgan for taking the lead on this project.  In previous years, fertilizer mixing consisted of an afternoon 

of fun, lively conversation and camaraderie involving an assembly line as bags were filled with our special 

fertilizer ingredients.  Of course, this year’s COVID restrictions made for a challenge with 300 bags travelling 

from one house to another so the ingredients could be added.   

 

Thanks to the 15 volunteers who “stuck with it” 900 

bags of fertilizer were mixed and over 700 have since 

been sold!  

Our special blend of fertilizer contains bone meal, 

blood meal, soybean meal, alfalfa meal, Epsom salts, 

and wood ash. Flowers thrive with it! The cost for a 3 

lb. bag is $4.  If you would like some of this special 

fertilizer contact us at info@bathgardeningclub.ca or 

call Laurie at 613-352-9982. 

 

 

 SOIL YOUR UNDIES: HOW GOOD IS YOUR SOIL? 

The project has begun with “Bathers” determining how good their soil is, by planting their white undies on June 

1st and harvesting what is left of that underwear on August 1st. Don’t forget to record the results of our harvest 

by having a picture taken of yourself holding up the remnants of your underwear and sending this picture to 

pat.chown@gmail.com. Good luck “Bathers”! 

The winner of the best soil award, the person 

unearthing the least amount of cotton, will be 

announced at our September meeting.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@bathgardeningclub.ca
mailto:pat.chown@gmail.com
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN BATH –  

HIGHLIGHTING IDEAS, INTERESTS & PASSIONS OF PEOPLE IN OUR COMMUNITY 

 KATHIE DICK’S GARDEN VISION 

New to Bath’s Loyalist community in 2017, we are attempting to create a new garden from a very challenging 

blank slate of a construction site. We have left a few gardens behind over the years, but the favorite plants 

come with us as we go and are once again establishing themselves here. 

  

I like a garden that is both beautiful and functional with 

showy plants like peonies that shout “Look at me!”, plants 

for neighbours out strolling to enjoy too, as they pass by on 

the sidewalk and plants that will share this public space 

that I am borrowing as part of my vista. I am striving for a 

sensual experience – visual, olfactory and tactile for those 

who pass by.  Plants that are drought tolerant and attract 

birds and insects are also part of this creation. 

 

Our soil here is in dire need of amending. Our kitchen 

scraps go directly to the flowerbeds and if the worm count 

per square foot is an indication of soil health, we are on 

the right track! 

 

Most importantly, we are building a garden that will have a large portion of edible plants. Plants to keep us in 

vegetables and fruit over the summer as well as an educational opportunity for the grandchildren to learn about 

and reap benefits of plants they have grown. COVID has given us a heads up on the real possibility of food 

scarcity and how precariously we live. Our gardens are a place where we can start to remedy this on an 

individual level. 

 MARNIE BROUGH’S GARDENS ON GLENORA  

I was a wee bit hesitant to share the story of our gardens as 

ours contain more rocks and features than plants and colourful 

annuals. But maybe it will provide some inspiration to someone 

new to gardening, or just a good read for others. 

We moved here 11 years ago from Colorado Springs where we 

fell in love with xeriscaping or, how to create and optimize a 

landscaped area while at the same time reduce the need for 

irrigation. As part of our garden design at our home on Glenora, 

several varieties of shrubs and ornamental grasses are mixed in 

amongst our stepping stones, our rock garden, the circle of life, 

and my art tree. Not to be overlooked, is Bill’s pride and joy...the 

deck canopy and backyard stone patio he designed and built by 

himself, over a five-year period. 

In 2018, one of the Bath Gardening Club’s projects was to 

create stepping stones using the leaves from the elephant ear 

hosta as moulds. These stepping stones grace our front garden.  
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And, thanks to Brian Nilsson, the owl in the tree is thriving and will never leave home! The circle of boxwoods 

was planted to balance the patio. We like to refer to our front stone patio as our Circle of Life…”because it 

nearly killed us as we built it over the course of a few weeks during a very hot and humid August!” It is complete 

with a wrought iron bench and a boulder “chair” with English lavender and tulips nearby. 

My sister, who has all of the artistic 

talent in the family, keeps my Art 

Tree “in bloom” year-round with her 

whimsical painted birdhouses. It 

has been strategically placed so I 

can enjoy it from my kitchen, or 

while sitting on our deck. It’s 

actually a dead Weeping Pea Shrub 

that didn’t like the new spot we 

moved it to so, to avoid sending it 

to the composter, we painted it a 

glossy white. Now it’s my Art Tree 

that I love to decorate seasonally. 

We also have my sister’s custom 

painted rocks scattered throughout 

our gardens. As the weather warms 

up, we will add some planters and 

hanging pots for a splash of colour! 

I hope you’ve enjoyed this “stroll” through our gardens. Through our daily walks, we also enjoy watching the 

yards come alive and appreciate all the other landscaping ideas in our community. Happy Gardening to All! 

For more information about xeriscaping check this out:  

https://canadasgardenland.ca/everything-need-to-know-xeriscaping/ 

 BIRDHOUSES BY BRIAN 

Brian Nilsson has become a hobby craftsman. This all started in 

the Fall of 2018. 

During a six-month period when Brian was dealing with a health 

issue and recovery from surgery, he began tinkering with scraps 

of wood to pass the time. He became interested in building 

birdhouses. The neighbours on Abbey Dawn had been 

wonderful at helping out during his convalescence and as a 

result, he wanted to give them a “thank you” of sorts. That’s 

when Brian’s birdhouses began popping up along the 

boulevard. 

Since that time, Brian has honed his skills and taken on a 

variety of orders for Christmas, birthdays, donations, and “just 

because”. The birdhouses have been mounted on fence posts, 

in trees, on poles and one friend even discussed using a 

birdhouse as a storage for pet ashes 

The variety of designs is endless and have included an owl, 

bluebird, old man, bow tie guys, moose, cow, horse, cats, dogs, 

teddy bear, squirrel and a deer.  The size of the hole on the 

houses is dependent on what type of bird you are wanting to 

attract. The house sparrows (non-native) quite enjoy these 

houses and tend to take over if allowed. The hole size for them 

is the same as for tree swallows. The chickadees and house wrens enjoy a smaller opening.  
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MELISSA WILLIS, OUR OWN DAVID SUZUKI FOUNDATION CONNECTION 
 

 

As a child, I was inspired by my grandfather, who had a farm, just north of Kingston. He had the gift for growing 

anything and everything. He also had various farm animals that would be joyous memories for me as a child. 

Also, ever since I was a little girl, I loved saving things. Bugs, animals, birds, you name it. Over the past few 

years, I have been a volunteer for the Sandy Pines Wildlife Centre. I organize a pumpkin drive every year after 

Once the wood is cut and prepared for each birdhouse, the assembly challenge begins with fitting pieces 

together without gaps. Often, when the painting of these objects is a little more involved, or Brian has other 

projects on the go, his wife Sue, gets commissioned to help out. It’s a great family hobby particularly in the 

winter months. 

In our yard, we have been successful attracting a family of wrens, chickadees, robins, mourning doves, and a 

whole lot of sparrows. Currently, we are coaxing a pair of tree swallows to live on our property. This is a 

challenge since it requires discouraging the sparrows from taking over at the same time. 

We have learned a great deal about nest building as we have pursued this hobby. For example, at the end of the 

season when we open the houses for cleaning, we have discovered that the wren uses a lot of cedar twigs and 

feathers; the sparrows just keep adding rows and rows of long grasses and feathers; and the chickadee uses 

twigs and moss. 

If you take a stroll along Abbey Dawn Drive close to Loyalist Boulevard, keep your eyes open for a sample of 

Brian’s woodwork. Most recently, a couple have popped up on Brittania and Country Club Drive. 

 

 JOYCE LEBLANC – MY GARDEN, A PLACE OF INSPIRATION AND PEACE 

When I look out and see my tulips, muscari, daffodils and hyacinths in bloom I know it’s time to start gardening. 

Spring is a busy time in my mature garden. First, I take a walk about and decide what needs to be done. Photos 

from last summer help jog my memory. Every beds gets a good raking. Clumps of grass growing in my beds, 

weeds and overgrown perennials are removed. Manure and topsoil are “dug in”. Digging in helps loosen my clay 

soil. Each year, some beds need a little redesign so I plant a few shrubs, split perennials and move them to new 

spots. I have a rhododendron, forsythia, cherry, a flowering crab and lilacs blooming now. Mostly I grow 

perennials but I plant canna, dahlias and a few others. Mulch and ornaments are added. 

 

As the weather warms, I plant my pots adding my BGC 

fertilizer. Mother Nature sends beautiful gifts while I’m 

working. Robins follow me around and check for 

worms where I’ve been digging. Kingfishers go 

whizzing by while mallards gently float down the creek. 

Cardinals and re-winged blackbirds sing for mates and 

bumblebees hunt for nectar. Gardening brings some 

aches and pains but it also brings wonderful peace and 

joy as I watch everything bloom and grow.  
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Halloween so that the animals at the rescue centre can have a delicious treat. I am a driver for animals in need, 

and I also raise money for the cause. 

 

 

I am also an avid follower of David Suzuki. In 2017, the Suzuki 

Foundation developed the Butterflyway Project in five Canadian 

cities. This Project encourages people to help pollinators find 

food and shelter. Pollinators such as butterflies and bees are 

crucial to human survival.  

 

Climate change, building development and widespread pesticide 

use are compromising their habitat and food sources. The 

Butterflyway Project is a volunteer-led movement that is bringing 

nature home to neighbourhoods throughout Canada, one 

butterfly-friendly planting at a time. Since its inception, the 

Project has expanded to more than 400 communities throughout the country! Volunteers for this Project are 

known as Rangers. After further research, I felt that I could contribute to the Project so I applied for the position 

of Ranger. I am excited to announce that the Suzuki Foundation accepted my application and I now represent 

our local community as a Butterfly Ranger. In other words, Bath is official on the David Suzuki pollinating garden 

map! As a Butterfly Ranger, I am tasked with organizing a small local team to plant native wildflowers and 

“pollinator” plants in yards, schoolyards, streets and parks to support the viability of the bee and butterfly 

populations. 

 

My goal is to start small and connect with others to see who might have a similar interest. I have connected with 

the Gardening Club and learned about the Bugtel. I have spoken with Sue and Brian Nilsson and learned about 

their monarch butterfly project. And, as a personal project I embarked on renovating a donated canoe, the 

symbol of the Butterflyway Project, with the hope that the canoe would one day become a pollinator garden 

enjoyed by the community. I connected with Loyalist Township and I am pleased to announce that the idea of 

creating a demonstration pollinator garden in my renovated canoe coincided with the goals established in the 

ResiLienT Loyalist Township Climate Action Plan. The canoe garden will soon be on display near the Bath water 

plant. Keep an eye out! 

 

 

For more information about The Butterflyway Project, 

check out this link: 

https://davidsuzuki.org/press/citizen-led-butterflyway-

project-aims-to-help-revive-pollinators 
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 THE DENYS MAILHIOT MEMORIAL GARDENS 

 

As you walk down Main Street, you will find signs on the bridge areas and also in a garden further east on Main 

that displays the name, Denys Mailhiot. For those of us who wonder who Denys Mailhiot was, the following 

article written by Virginia Thompson sheds light on what a special person he was. This article was published in 

the August 2014 issue of Honking Goose.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Many of those who pass by the Denys Mailhiot Memorial Gardens at the West Bridge had never met Mr. 

Mailhiot, and those who had, quite probably did not know a great deal about him. Denys was a Renaissance 

man: he was a man of immense intelligence, ability, vision and talent. He was a painter, a photographer and a 

passionate gardener. He won awards for interior design, choreography, acting and singing. We in Bath well 

remember what one reviewer called his "chocolate velvet voice”. He taught French immersion and ice dancing. 

He played the guitar, and, always curious, studied playing the harp; he had two. Denys and Brian Jackson moved 

to Bath in 2001 from Napanee, where had run a B and B.  Even before they moved to their new property, Denys 

planted thousands of tulips near the shore, which boaters could see from the water. He was THE gardener 

supreme. His garden eventually surrounded the house he designed and built and where he and Brian resided.  

 

Denys was one of the first members of the Bath Gardening Community Revitalization Committee (BCRC). He 

cared deeply about beauty and our village. It was his hope that funds raised by BCRC for physical improvement 

would cover the cost of beautifying the appearance of West Bridge which is at the entrance of the designated 

area of Bath. It turned out that there were not sufficient funds, so just a few months before his death, Denys 

bought and planted all the spireas along the north side of the bridge. Denys died of multiply myeloma in 2010. 

After Denys’ death, to honour him and his love of beauty and passion for gardening, his friends and admirers 

contributed money to BCRC to develop a garden for the public in his memory. Develop it they did, and those who 

truly knew him, believe “he is smiling his unique smile over the garden today”. Many of the plants at the bridge 

came from Denys’ garden; they were donated by Brian. All the geraniums came from slips taken from four 

plants left at Lake House by Denys. The Denys Mailhiot lily, at the west end of the bridge, was bred and named 

for him by Barrie Matthie of Bonnibrae Daylilies in Bloomfield.” 

 

NOTE: The maintenance of the bridge has become the responsibility of the Gardening Club.  As the bridge 

garden evolves, some plants have been removed and new plants added. We hope that our work continues to 

respect the memory of Denys Mailhiot. 
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 THE BATH GARDENING CLUB – POSITIONS FILLED AND POSITIONS AVAILABLE! 

 

Program Planning – We are pleased to announce that Mary Drinkwater and Judy Hume have stepped forward to 

work on program planning for next year. Thank you to Jane Ledingham and Pat Chown for looking after our 

programs during the past year. Jane and Pat are stepping aside from this dossier to take on other 

responsibilities within the club.  

 

The Gardening Club is a friendly, welcoming and patient group that would love to have you share your 

experience with us. We have two positions to be filled. 

 

Positions Available 

 

Recording Secretary – Jeannie Pickles Czesnik has been in this position for a few years and is no longer living in 

the area. She would like to get more involved with a club closer to home. She has done a great job of streaming 

the tasks associated with this position and is willing to help mentor a new secretary. Jeannie, on behalf of 

everyone, THANK YOU! 

 

General Board Member – Erika Dilworth has provided valuable input to the Board for a number of years and 

would like to simplify her life with fewer responsibilities. Erika, THANK YOU from all of us. Enjoy! 

 

For more information about the duties associated with each position, please contact Janice Firth at 

president@bathgardeningclub.ca Janice would love to hear from you! 

 

Recipe Corner: 

 

Edible flowers? They are back! 

https://www.diynetwork.com/made-and-remade/make-it/10-ways-to-use-edible-flowers 

 

Basil 101: Growing Tips + 28 recipes 

https://www.loveandlemons.com/basil/#wprm-recipe-container-43131 

 

Add flavor to your food without salt and fat: try herbs instead! 

https://www.unlockfood.ca/en/Articles/Cooking-Food-preparation/How-to-Cook-with-Herbs.aspx 
 

mailto:president@bathgardeningclub.ca
https://www.diynetwork.com/made-and-remade/make-it/10-ways-to-use-edible-flowers
https://www.loveandlemons.com/basil/#wprm-recipe-container-43131

