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This newsletter will feature a variety of topics: an 

interview with Eileen and David Salter and the 

beginning of the Bath Gardening Club; a visit to the 

Butchart Gardens; highlights of an article from 

Canadian Wildlife Magazine; a word about ‘noxious’ 

weeds and ‘invasive’ plants; a pictorial presentation 

of the volunteer members who came out in force to 

clear and clean up the village gardens, decorate for 

the festive season, participate in our gnome pot 

workshop and Caroling in the Park!  
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  INTRODUCING OUR NEW EXECUTIVE AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS 2022-23 

We welcome our new Executive and Committee Chairs for the 2022-23 season: 

 

President - Janice Firth 

Vice-President - Sylvia Whalen 

Recording Secretary – Heather Bennett 

Publicity Secretary - Jeri Love 

Membership Secretary – Diane Nolting 

Programme Co-Chairs - Mary Drinkwater, Susan O’Connor 

Board of Directors – Roxanna Beddington, Valerie Behm, Marnie Brough, Linda Cohen, Mike 

Janssens, Jane Ledingham and Joanna Sperinck 

Membership - Diane Nolting 

Programme Co-Chairs - Mary Drinkwater, Susan O’Connor 

Village Planting Co-Chairs – Marnie Brough, Pat Chown 

 

The Gardening Club would like to thank Elly Warren for her service as Membership Chair, Mike 

Janssens as Vice-President, Dawn Ford as Chair of Village Planting, Judy Hume as Co-Chair of our 

Programme Committee and outgoing Directors: Erika Dilworth, Dawn Ford and Melanie Myers. 

Because of our volunteers who continuously step up to the plate, Bath Gardening Club is vibrant 

and a forward-thinking group of people. A great job by all volunteers. Congratulations! 

Welcome to our new members: Irene Oudyk-Suk and Anna Salmon. 

 

  THE FOUNDING OF THE BATH GARDENING CLUB:  

            INSPIRATION FROM BATH RESIDENTS  

It was a pleasure to connect with Eileen 

Salter one summer day, while I was weeding 

the bridge and she was out for her daily walk. 

She confirmed that I was part of the 

Gardening Club, and then she asked if I knew 

about the history and the beginning of the 

Club. I said that I did not and would love to 

know more. She rushed home and returned 

with documents from 1990 and a members 

list dated 1992-93 of the first Bath 

Gardening Club. Here is her story… 
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In September 1990, David Salter (Eileen’s husband), Bill James and Keith Oliver members of the 

Bath Residents Association, wrote a letter to Bath residents inviting one and all to come together 

on November 2, 1990 for a social gathering where long time and new residents could mingle and 

get to know one another. The invitation was advertised in the “Village Voice” the local newspaper 

that was edited by David and mailed to each household.  The social gathering was to be a 

community dinner, a three-course steak event, held at the Olde Anchor Tavern (which later 

became Suzy Q’s). 80 residents attended. During the dinner neighbours asked one another about 

their hobbies, special interests e.g., golf, sailing, bridge, gardening etc. At the end of the evening, 

people were polled to see how many would like to have a repeat event in the future, and what 

other events might be held to encourage communication and friendship in the community.   

The question was also asked if there was an interest in forming an association around a special 

interest. The result was the formation of the Bath Gardening Club.  Eileen Salter’s name is on the 

1992-93 membership list along with 35 other members, some of whom still reside in Bath.  The 

initial Gardening Club met at St. John’s Hall where they discussed plant problems with local 

“experts” and exchanged plants with one another. They also had occasional bus excursions to 

larger garden centres near Toronto to explore different plants that might be attractive and grow 

successfully in the Bath area.  

The “Village Voice” 1992 #7, reported in a Gardening Club article that the Club had 

recommended to the Bath Town Council that ‘vinca’ should be chosen as the official flower of 

Bath. According to the article, “Vinca is an annual that grows well in sun and shade, flowering all 

summer. The flowers come in a range of colours: red, deep violet, rose, and white”. Residents 

were encouraged to include vinca in their gardens. This Gardening Club also started the idea of 

using wooden barrels along Main Street. The current Gardening Club members thank the original 

members for all their work. A special ‘thank you’ to David and Eileen Salter for their time and the 

information they provided for this article.  

 

  “WHEN THE BIRDS LEAVE, THEY DON’T COME BACK” CANADIAN WILDLIFE   

MAGAZINE SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2022, VOLUME 28, NUMBER 4, PAGES 18-22 

This article focuses on the work of Canadian Matthew Betts who, in the late 1980’s and early 

1990’s planted trees in the Maritimes, Northern Ontario and BC to help alleviate the costs of his 

university education. He planted thousands of trees at 10 cents a pop! It was a wonderful feeling 

to “help restore forests that had been cut by logging companies,” he said. Not too long into his 

work he began to observe that his planting efforts were changing the composition of the forests. 

For example, in the Maritimes, he was given black spruce and jack pine seedlings to plant 

replacing sugar, silver and red maples, eastern white hemlock and yellow birch etc.  In Ontario he 

planted only black spruce replacing what had once been ‘wildly diverse boreal forests.” Mathew 

also noticed that fewer bird species were appearing in the newly planted forests. Thirty years 
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after his youthful observations, Mathew Betts, now a professor at Oregon State University’s 

College of Forestry has published a paper “Forest degradation drives widespread avian habitat 

and population declines”. Betts defines forest degradation as “the reduction or loss of biological 

complexity.” Betts has since worked with other scientists to determine the change in bird 

populations due to the creation of “new” forests. Bird population data are recorded by the North 

American Breeding Bird Survey, a project that began collecting data in 1966. The results show 

that 39 of the 54 species decreased in number, while only three increased. The seven species 

with the greatest population declines – blue-headed vireos, dark-eyed juncos, yellow-rumped 

warblers, red-breasted nut-hatches, Blackburnian warblers, golden-crowned kinglets and bay-

breasted warblers – were all associated with habituating old forests.” In the past ten years, as 

logging continues and old forests are replaced with limited species, the changes in bird 

populations have been accelerating with nine species declining more than 30%, a drop that is a 

“threatened status” by the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada”.  Bett’s says that birds, in 

general, are more adaptable than other species so his findings beg the question: how many other 

species have been affected by forest degradation? Conservationists, over the years have been 

more focused on deforestation than on replenishing ancient forests with biodiverse species. Now 

that more scientific studies are appearing across North America about the impact of cutting old 

forest and not replacing them with diverse species, the next step is to encourage business and 

science to partner in a way that is helpful for business and the environment. A complex problem!  

For more info: WildlifeMagazine.ca  

   A VISIT TO BUTCHART GARDENS IN JUNE 

For those of us who create gardens and hope 

that they bloom to within our greatest 

expectations in a year or so, take heart! The 

glorious Butchart Gardens located on the 

outskirts of Victoria have been over “100 

years in bloom and 100 years in the making” 

and, the Butchart family is still not done! The 

Gardens consist of 55 acres of land, receive 

over 1 million visitors annually and have 

been designated a National Historic Site. 

 

A bit of history… 

In the mid 1800’s George Butchart moved his family from Scotland to Owen Sound, Ontario. In 

1856 Robert Butchart was born, one of 11 children. Robert grew up learning the hardware 

business at his father’s store. He married Jennie Foster Kennedy, a very adventurous lady who 

enjoyed ballooning and flying. She later became a qualified chemist. 
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On their honeymoon in England, Robert Butchart learned the process of manufacturing Portland 

cement, an ingredient found in concrete, mortar, stucco, and grout. Together with his brother 

David, Robert Butchart pioneered advancements in cement as they introduced the first sacks of 

cements rather than the standard barrels that were common. 

In 1902, Robert Butchart came to 

Vancouver Island. He located north of 

Victoria, where he believed the required 

limestone for making cement could be 

found. Two years later, the Tod Inlet 

cement plant was started and Jennie 

came from Owen Sound to join her 

husband on Vancouver Island.  

While Robert was working in the cement 

business, Jennie busied herself around 

the estate by planting flowers and 

shrubbery in an area between the house 

and ‘Butchart’ cove. As time passed, 

Jennie’s efforts increased and her husband often supplied workmen from the factory to assist in 

her ever-growing project of gardening.  

By 1908 the limestone ran out, leaving 

a gigantic pit near their house. To hide 

the unsightly excavation, Jennie 

planted poplars along with Persian 

plums between the pit and the house. 

She also solved the problem of the 

grim gray quarry walls by dangling over 

the side in a boson’s chair, carefully 

tucking ivy into any discernible pocket 

or crevice in the rock. In 1921, the 

project was completed. The concept of 

a sunken garden was formed! It had 

become a garden of immense interest 

to the surrounding community.  

Tales of Mr. and Mrs. Butchart’s fabulous gardens spread as fast as the gardens themselves. 

From the beginning, friends, acquaintances, and even complete strangers were welcomed, as 

they came to marvel at the horticultural masterpiece. 

The Butchart’s named their home ‘Benvenuto’, which in Italian means ‘Welcome’. They served 

tea to all who came, whether they were invited or not invited. This continued until the sheer 

number of people arriving became overwhelming. In 1915 alone, it was reported that tea was 

served to 18,000 people. Mrs. Butchart would, on occasion, serve tea herself in such a manner 

that she was sometimes not recognized, and on one occasion she received a tip from a visitor!  
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By 1930, thousands of people were being attracted to the gardens. Jennie continued to hostess, 

not only to her own friends, but hundreds of visitors to Victoria. In appreciation of her generosity, 

in 1930, she was named Victoria’s best citizen. 

World War II stripped the area of available manpower and the garden began to decline. Robert 

Butchart’s failing health caused them to move to Victoria. The project was picked up by their two 

daughters and has been passed on from one family member to another over the years. The 

development of the gardens continues. The area now provides summer concerts, ice skating in 

the winter, a Children’s Pavilion complete with a carousel, night illumination and of course a huge 

area, the nursery, where flowers are grown to continually replenish exiting gardens. An amazing 

selection of seeds are also available at their store located on site or on-line. 

For more information check out the following link: https://www.butchartgardens.com/ 

 

  NOXIOUS AND INVASIVE WEEDS – WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE? 

‘Noxious’ weeds are harmful to humans, animals, and to other plants, while ‘invasive’ plants do 

not belong to the ecosystem where they are located. 

Invasive plants are harmful non-native trees, shrubs, and herbaceous plants that are spread by 

global trade, human and animal transport, and gardening. They invade forests and prevent 

native plants from growing, which can have negative impacts on how ecosystems function, on 

native vegetation, and native wildlife.  

Many invasive plants cannot be used by wildlife for food which puts grazing pressure on the 

few native plants that remain. Invasive plants also pose threats to agriculture due to their 

ability to spread quickly, out-compete crop and forest plants, and deteriorate soil quality. Once 

they have taken hold, the thick spread of invasive plants makes them costly and time-

consuming to remove. 

What is Canada’s most invasive plant? Phragmites, those tall grasses that are visibly thriving in 

the ditches of Highway #401 for example. Largely spread by human activity, phragmites can 

destroy natural habitats by eliminating vegetation in wetlands, shores, beaches, and other 

natural places. 

Other invasive plants proliferating in Ontario? Buckthorn, Garlic mustard, Japanese knotweed, 

Purple loosestrife, Dog-strangling vine, Wild parsnip. For more information check out the link: 

https://www.invasivespeciescentre.ca invasive species centre.ca 

What is a Noxious Weed? 

According to Wikipedia, “a weed is categorized as being ‘noxious’ if it has been designated by an 

agricultural or other governing authority as a plant that is injurious to agricultural or horticultural 

crops, natural habitats or ecosystems, or humans or livestock. Most noxious weeds have been 

https://www.butchartgardens.com/
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introduced into an ecosystem by ignorance, mismanagement, or accident”. Examples of ‘noxious’ 

weeds in Ontario include: Bull Thistle, Canada Thistle, Coltsfoot, Common Barberry, Dog-

Strangling Vine, Giant Hogweed, Poison Hemlock, Poison Ivy, Ragweed, and Wild Parsnip to name 

a few. For further reading check the following link: 

http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/crops/facts/noxious_weeds.htm 

As you can see some of these species are both invasive and noxious! 

  FALL CLEAN-UP OF THE VILLAGE BARRELS, PLANTERS AND GARDENS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In October, 15 volunteers readied the gardens, planters, and 

barrels for winter. A challenge has emerged from this effort. Our 

barrels all contained canna tubers that grew gloriously all 

summer. The intent was to compost the tubers as it was felt that 

because they were started from seed, they most likely would not 

be robust enough to produce flowers next spring. Our gardeners 

never want to ‘waste’ anything so the decision was taken by some 

to nurture the tubers all winter and then try to revive them early in 

the spring. Stay-tuned! Good luck to Susan, Dave, Val, Sylvia, and 

Janice who have taken on this experiment. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://omafra.gov.on.ca/english/crops/facts/info_bullthistle.htm
http://omafra.gov.on.ca/english/crops/facts/info_canadathistle.htm
http://omafra.gov.on.ca/english/crops/facts/info_colt.htm
http://omafra.gov.on.ca/english/crops/facts/info_barberry.htm
http://omafra.gov.on.ca/english/crops/facts/info_gianthogweed.htm
http://omafra.gov.on.ca/english/crops/facts/info_poisonhemlock.htm
http://omafra.gov.on.ca/english/crops/facts/info_poisonivy.htm
http://omafra.gov.on.ca/english/crops/facts/info_ragweed.htm
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 PLACING THE LIGHTS AND GREENERY FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON 
 

In early November several volunteers brought their 

ladder-climbing skills to trim our Village Gazebo while 

others spent the morning stringing lights on the Fairfield 

Gutzeit House fence, the central area of our Village. 

Others trimmed pine boughs from the Christmas Tree 

Farm and then filled planters and gardens, all adding to 

the festive look of Bath. A few days later more volunteers 

assembled to make bows that were added to the 

greenery prior to the beginning of Village festivities.  

 

The Gardening Club expresses a special “thank you” 

to Loyalist Township who provided employees to help 

with the fall clean-up and festive decorating. 
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                                                    Photo of gazebo  

                                                                          by Dave Bryant 

 

 

  GNOME PLANT WORKSHOP 

Over 25 members and friends participated in this year’s festive workshop. It was a wonderful 

day of fun, camaraderie, and creativity. Thank you to Mary Drinkwater and her program helpers 

for putting this workshop together for all of us.  
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 CAROLLING IN THE PARK 

 

On December 1st Bath came alive with activity as the village celebrated “Merry Little Main 

Street”.  Along with shops and businesses welcoming the community, Loyalist Township offered 

horse drawn wagon rides, children’s crafts at the Fairfield Gutzeit House and the Bath 

Gardening Club hosted “Carolling in the Park”.  

This was a wonderful celebration of the season.  A large crowd gathered at the Park Gazebo for 

carolling followed by hot apple cider, hot chocolate and treats.  Thanks go to Jeri Love and 

Melanie Myers for organizing this event, the volunteers who provided baked goodies and our 

sponsors Fast Freddies and Janssens Orchards. 
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 BATH GARDENING CLUB UPCOMING EVENTS:  

 

Christmas Luncheon at O’Connor House Tea Room: December 9th 

Please e-mail susanocconor583@gmail.com if you would like to attend. 

And finally, to tickle your funny bone…. 

GOD to ST. FRANCIS: 

Frank, you know all about gardens and nature. 

What in the world is going on down there on earth? 

What happened to the dandelions, violets, milkweeds and stuff I started eons ago? 

I had a perfect no-maintenance garden plan. 

Those plants grow in any type of soil, withstand drought and multiply with abandon. 

The nectar from the long-lasting blossoms attracts butterflies, honey bees and flocks of songbirds. 

I expected to see a vast garden of colours by now. 

But, all I see are these green rectangles. 

ST. FRANCIS; 

It’s the tribes that settled there, Lord. 

The Suburbanites. 

They started calling your flowers “weeds” and killed them, and replaced them with grass. 

 

GOD: 

Grass? 

But, it's so boring. 

It's not as colourful. 

It doesn't attract butterflies, birds and bees; only grubs and sod worms. 

It's sensitive to temperatures. 

Do these Suburbanites really want all that grass growing there? 

 

ST. FRANCIS: 

Apparently so, Lord. 

They go to great pains to grow it and keep it green. 

They begin each spring by fertilizing grass and poisoning any other plant that crops up in the lawn. 

 

GOD: 

The spring rains and warm weather probably make grass grow really fast. 

That must make the Suburbanites happy. 

 

ST. FRANCIS: 

Apparently not, Lord. 

As soon as it grows a little, they cut it - sometimes twice a week. 

 

GOD: 

They cut it? 

mailto:susanocconor583@gmail.com
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Do they then bale it, like hay? 

 

ST. FRANCIS: 

Not exactly, Lord. 

They rake it up and put it in bags. 

 

GOD: 

They bag it? Why? Is it a cash crop? Do they sell it? 

 

St. Francis: 

No Sir, just the opposite. 

They pay to throw it away. 

 

GOD: 

Now, let me get this straight. 

They fertilize grass so it will grow. 

And when it does grow, they cut it off and pay to throw it away? 

 

ST. FRANCIS: 

Yes, Sir. 

 

GOD: 

These Suburbanites must be relieved in the summer then, when we cut back on the rain and turn up the heat. 

That surely slows the growth and saves them a lot of work. 

 

ST. FRANCIS: 

You aren't going to believe this, Lord. 

When the grass stops growing so quickly, they drag out hoses and pay even more money, to water it, so they 

can continue to mow it and pay to get rid of it. 

 

GOD: 

What nonsense. At least they kept some of the trees. 

That was a sheer stroke of genius, if I do say so myself. 

The trees grow leaves in the spring to provide beauty and shade in the summer. 

In the autumn, they fall to the ground and form a natural blanket 

to keep moisture in the soil and protect the trees and bushes. 

It's a natural cycle of life. 

 

ST. FRANCIS: 

You better sit down, Lord. 

The Suburbanites have drawn up a new cycle. 

As soon as the leaves fall, they rake them into great piles and pay to have them hauled away . 

 

GOD: 

No!? 

What do they do to protect the shrub and tree roots in the winter to keep the soil moist and loose? 
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ST. FRANCIS: 

After throwing away the leaves, they go out and buy something which they call ‘mulch'. 

They haul it home and spread it around in place of the leaves. 

 

GOD: 

And where do they get this mulch? 

 

ST. FRANCIS: 

They cut down trees and grind them up, to make the mulch. 

 

GOD: 

Enough! I don't want to hear about this anymore. 

St. Catherine, you're in charge of the arts. 

What movie have you scheduled for us tonight? 

 

ST. CATHERINE: 

“Dumb and Dumber”, Lord. It's a story about…. 

 

GOD: 

Never mind, I think I just heard the whole story, from St. Francis... 

 
 

 

 

 

 


