
Bath Gardening Club Meeting
September 18, 2025
St.John’s Hall
1:30 PM

Minutes

Welcome and Introductions:
We welcomed two new members,Sheila Hess and Kornelia Thompson

Motion to accept the minutes of June 9,2025
Proposed by Sue Nilsson, 
Seconded by Laurie Minorgan
Approved.

Agenda accepted with two additions.

Members Questions
Heather Cambell asked about discouraging wasps at her hummingbird feeder.
Members’ ideas include:
Wiping the area around the feeder with apple cider vinegar
Planting honeysuckle
For more ideas click on https://www.birdsandblooms.com/birding/attracting-hummingbirds/keeping-bees-away-from-hummingbird-feeders/#:~:text=Get%20expert%20answers%20to%20your,Wasps%20Away%20with%20Saucer%20Feeders

Treasurer’s Report: Joanne Pearce

Fiscal 2025 (F2025) Year End was August 31, 2025. 
F2025 runs from Sep 1. 2024 to August 31, 2025; F2026 runs from September 1, 2025 to August 31, 2026.
Bank account balance at F2025 year end was $16,049.34. 
Overall profit (income minus expenses) for F2025 is $7312.01
Sunday Market, our main fundraiser, continues until near the end of October. Please support your local Market [image: ☺️]
For May, June, July and August.,1250 SMB (Sunday Market in Bath) gift cards have been used.
Currently working on the F2026 budget. We're very close to finalizing, Thank you, Leads , for your input.
BGC annual financial review has been set for October 7, 2025. An independent financial review will be conducted prior to the Annual General Meeting, which will be held on October 16, 2025 @ LCC. 

New OHA / CRA guidelines would apply to fiscal periods beginning on or after January 1, 2026 (T1044 and a new short form return).  I will check to see if BGC needs to file form T1044 for F2025.

Suggestions for spending the profit

Create a bursary/scholarship for children pursuing studies in agriculture  - Sue Nilsson

Implement a program to teach school age children to make bluebird boxes and ask them to monitor activity on a yearly basis. BGC would  supply the wood, 
Keith McIlwaine would cut the wood and work with students

Members are encouraged to submit ideas to the president, Sylvia Whalen

Membership: Joanna Sperinck
It is a new year and fees are due
Joanna Sperinck is now the Membership Secretary and she reports that 9 people renewed today and 2 new members joined.
Dues remain $15 for individuals and $20 for a family
A reminder and a link to the online forms and e transfer information will be circulated to the current membership list.

Programs: Janice Firth
A full discussion of the year’s plans will take place at our next meeting..
Please note the following dates for the remainder of 2025. All meetings take place on the third Thursday of the month

October 16 th
Annual General Meeting  
Loyalist Golf Course  at 1:30 pm
Members are encouraged to bring seeds from their garden to exchange.

November DATE AND LOCATION TO BE CONFIRMED

A Birthday Party:  celebrating 35 years of beautifying Bath
David and Eileen Salter - founding members of the Club will be attending and there will be a Christmas Winter Arrangement demonstration by Penny Stewart, former D3 President of the OHA
Birthday Cake courtesy of Sylvia Whalen\

December 2025
Christmas Luncheon at Loyalist Clubhouse
Date and time to be confirmed

Members are encouraged to share programming ideas with Janice Firth.

Volunteer hours:
Submissions for 2024 -2025 are due. Please submit those hours ending at August 31, 2025.
Click here for the online forms:
Guide to Recording your Volunteer Hours

These hours are forwarded to OHA by all sister societies across the province. A dollar value is assigned ( minimum wage) to demonstrate the monterey contribution to communities across the province.


Planting Update: Val Behm
This year was a challenging time with very little rain. Despite this the flowers looked beautiful thanks to the hard work of the volunteers who helped with summer maintenance. A number of perennials were planted and they did well. More will be added next year at Schell’s, the bridge and the Museum. Plants which are heat tolerant and low maintenance are key.
Nine barrels will be retired at the end of the clean up.

Emptying the barrels will take place during the first two weeks of October. Barrels will be picked up on the 9th and yard bags on the 14th. Val will be in contact with team leaders to schedule time to get together and take out flowers in different areas. Yard bags will be distributed to the leaders and when full, will go against the fence behind Schell’s for pick up by the Township

Sunday Market in Bath: Linda Cohen

It has been a very successful year and Tarra  will be returning as the Market Manager for 2026.
There were a record number of vendors and the gift cards proved to be an excellent marketing tool.
The last market for 2025 is Sunday, October 26.
Linda Cohen, SMB lead, is looking for two volunteers to work with her next year to support vendors and the Bath Gardening Club presence.


Bugtel/PG/MG report- delivered by Sylvia

Kim and Carol have completed numerous projects, educated members of the Club and the general public and developed an improvement plan for 2026. More details will be available at the AGM.

The Photo Poster Board designed by Sue Hewko has been installed and accompanied by a sign acknowledging her work.

An episode of vandalism was observed and thanks to a responsible parent, damaged items will be replaced and the boy involved will assist with cleanup.


Winter Village Decorating: Laurie Minorgan
Laurie reports that the current supplier of evergreen boughs is selling the tree farm. 
She is following up on leads for a new supplier and needs help as the holiday season is almost here. 

She will also speak with the Township to discuss the possibility and cost of planting a suitably sized evergreen “ Christmas” tree in Centennial Park.

Bath Canada Day Parade 2026 Entry
Sue Nilsson presented a mock up for next year’s parade theme Baaaath Canada Day to the delight of the members.Anyone interested in joining the planning group should contact Sue, Laurie  or Diane.

Following a coffee break, members played Garden Trivia and made origami seed packets for a seed exchange at the AGM on October 16th.

Meeting adjourned at 3 pm
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